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This volume includes the papers presented at the International Conference of Applied 
Economics (ICOAE 2012), held at the Department of Economics of the Swedish University 
of Agricultural Sciences, Uppsala, from 28th to 30th June, 2012. 
This year conference is co-organised by the Department of Economics of the Swedish 
University of Agricultural Sciences, Uppsala, Sweden and the Department of International 
Trade, Kastoria Campus of the Technological Institute of Western Macedonia, Greece. 
The aim of the conference is to bring together economists from different fields of Applied 
Economic Research in order to share methods and ideas. 
The topics covered include (but are not limited to): 
x Applied Macroeconomics  
x Applied International Economics  
x Applied Microeconomics including Industrial Organisations  
x Applied work on International Trade Theory including European Integration  
x Applied Financial Economics  
x Applied Agricultural Economics  
 
 
* Tel.: +30 2467087060-2; fax:+30 2467087063. 
E-mail address: tsounis@kastoria.teikoz.gr, vlahvei@kastoria.teikoz.gr. 
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x Applied Labour and Demographic Economics  
x Applied Health Economics  
x Applied Education Economic  
All papers presented at ICOAE 2012 and published in the conference proceedings were 
peer reviewed by anonymous referees. In total, 112 works were submitted from 36 
countries while 61 papers were accepted for presentation and publication in the conference 
proceedings and 15 papers were accepted for presentation only, after their author(s)’ 
request. The acceptance rate for ICOAE 2012 was 67.8%. The full text articles published 
in the Proceedings of ICOAE2012 will be freely accessible for an unlimited period of time 
through Elsevier’s online publication platform, ScienceDirect. All papers will be covered 
by Scopus, the largest abstract and citation database of peer-reviewed literature and quality 
web sources 
ICOAE 2012 had the following keynote speakers who are scientists with a major 
contribution in their fields (in alphabetical order): 
Prof. Kostas Karantininis, University of Copenhagen, Denmark - Swedish University of 
Agricultural Sciences, Sweden. 
Prof. Carl Johan Lagerkvist, Department of Economics, Swedish University of Agricultural 
Sciences (SLU), Sweden. 
Prof. Theodoros Lianos, Athens University of Business and Economics, Greece. 
Prof. Ian Steedman, Manchester Metropolitan University, Senior Research Fellow, William 
Temple Foundation, Honorary Research Fellow, University of Chester, United Kingdom. 
The papers presented by the keynote speakers are not included in the volume of the 
conference proceedings. 
Furthermore, a number of articles (about 50) presented in the conference will be selected by 
the scientific committee to be published in the following periodicals: 
x Journal of European Economy 
x International Review of Applied Economic Research  
x Journal of Computational Economics and Econometrics (IJCEE)  
x Review of Economics and Institutions 
Finally, the organisers of ICOAE 2012 would like to thank: 
x The Scientific Committee of the conference for their help and their important 
support for carrying out the tremendous work load organising and synchronising the 
peer reviewing process of the submitted papers. 
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x The anonymous referees for accepting to act as referees of the submitted to the 
conference papers and submit their reviews on time for the finalisation of the 
proceedings. 
x The keynote speakers for their acceptance to participate in ICOAE 2012. 
x Prof. Carl Johan Lagerkvist and his Department for accepting to host the conference 
and provide the required resources for its successful organization. 
x The local organising committee of ICOAE 2012 for their help for the success of the 
conference. 
x Special thanks are due to Ms. Chelsey Jo Huisman for the excellent secretarial work 
for the preparation of the conference and Mr. Lazaros Markopoulos for the 
administration of the conference web site and technical support. 
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